REGIONAL POLICE TRAINING CENTRE

COURT PROSECUTORS’ TRAINING COURSE

SYLLABUS

AIM:
The aim of the course is to provide the participants with the knowledge, skills and practical

experience to function as court prosecutors.

OVERVIEW:

This course will provide participants with a broad understanding of the principles and practices of
court prosecution. It will develop competency in legal research, build professionalism, give an
understanding of court procedure, comprehension of the rules of evidence, and promote confidence

as a prosecutor.

COURSE DESCRIPTION:

This course is designed to provide a comprehensive overview of the Criminal Justice System at the
magisterial level. All criminal proceedings, whether summary or indictable, commences in the
Magistrates” Court, Therefore, it is paramount that law enforcement in general, and the Police
Prosecutors in particular, be well versed in legislation, case law, legal principles, best practices, and
the required supportive skills to successtully prosecute matters in the Magistrates® Courts. The
course includes lectures from Supreme Court Judges, Magistrates, Prosecutors from the Department
of Public Prosecutions (Barbados) and professionals in law enforcement. Participants will receive
sessions in customer service, motivation, team building and ethics. Participants will also receive
instructions on case file management, trial preparation, presenting evidence in criminal trials,

articulating written and oral legal arguments.

TARGET GROUP AND COMPETENCIES:

Participants attending this course are required to be at mid-management level in law enforcement
(Sergeants, Station Sergeants, Inspectors or equivalent in other agencies). Additionally, participants
should have a basic knowledge of managerial skills; effective communication — written and oral,
along with the ability to analyse legal issues.

Paper handouts will not be disseminated on this course. Therefore, participants must have email
addresses in order to receive and send course information, additionally, have unrestricted access to

a personal computer.



TRAINING HOURS: 161 hours

PROPOSED DATE: August 6 - September 6, 2024

TIME: 08:30 —16:30 hours

COURSE OBJECTIVES:

The course is designed to:

Y
2)

3)
4)
3)
6)
7)
8)

Provide a comprehensive overview of the Caribbean Legal System

Enlighten participants about the fundamental principles of prosecution and the role of the
prosecutor in the Magistrates’ Court

Sensitise participants about operations and Procedures in the Magistrates” Court

Educate participants about legal interpretation of statute and laws

Explain courtroom terminology, classification and etiquette in the Magistrates’ Court
Describe Oral and Documentary evidence in the Magistrates’ Court

Analyse case files for presentation in court

Prepare participants to function as effective court prosecutors

LEARNING OUTCOMES:

At the end of the training, participants should be able to:

Demonstrate a basic understanding of the functions of the Caribbean Legal System

Exhibit confidence, professionalism, competency and etiquetie when interacting with
members of the Judiciary, Bar, Witnesses, and members of public;

Show the ability to prepare, commence, and successfully complete a criminal prosecutidn in
the Magistrates’ Court;

[Hustrate a sound understanding of the law, and the ability to articulate written and oral legal
arguments using case law and statutes;

Develop proper witness interview techniques, witness care and effective case file

management;

Discuss guidelines in the conduct of trial.



COURSE CONTENT:

Unit 1:
Unit 2:
Unit 3:
Unit 4:

Fundamentals of Court Prosecution
Criminal Practice & Procedures in the Magistrates’ Court
Essential Skills for Prosecution

Moot Court Trials & On-the-Job Practice (Magistrate Courts)

UNIT 1: FUNDAMENTALS OF COURT PROSECUTION

STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES

Upon completion of this unit, participants will be able to:

1)
2)
3)
4

Appreciate what is expected of a police prosecutor in the Magistrates’ Court
Identify the legal, psychological, sociological and anthropological parameters of a trial
Understand the role of a Magistrate in Criminal Prosecution

Prepare and peruse case files in the Magistrates’ Court

TOPICS

Introduction to the court and court functions
Role and function of a Court Prosecutor
Selected Aspects of the Caribbean Legal System
Elements of Constitutional Law

Selected Aspects of the Laws of Evidence
Magistrates Court Act

Courtroom terminology — (The language of the Court and the applications which the

prosecutor must know)

Statutory Interpretation

Human Rights issues in prosecution
Judges® Rules and PACE

Drafting of charges



UNIT 2: CRIMINAL PRACTICE & PROCEDURES IN THE MAGISTRATES’

COURT

STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES

Upon completion of this unit, participants will be able to:

1) Understand the criminal court process

2)
3
4)
5)

Examine the legal system and the fundamental principles of criminal procedure
Acquaint themselves with the various pre judicial and judicial procedures
Analyse the procedural intricacies of criminal laws

Develop the capability for the correct interpretation and application of the procedural laws

TOPICS

[ ]

Elements of Criminal Law

Oral Bvidence— (select aspects of evidence)

Trial preparation — {Disclosure/ Adjournment)

Oral closing submissions

Eliciting evidence during the course of a trial - (Handling Experts/Taking evidence/Entering
exhibits into evidence)

Technical evidence,

Witness preparation

Acceptance of guilty pleas

Witness and victim care

The defence perspective

UNIT 3: ESSENTIAL SKILLS FOR PROSECUTION

STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES

Upon completion of this unit, participants will be able to:

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)

Familiarise themselves with all aspects of the art and craft of prosecution

Develop competence-based techniques in court room procedures

Enhance communication and public speaking skills

(Generate trial advocacy skills

Develop the ability to identify and articulate legal issues and engage in critical analysis
Formulate research methods as an aid to prosecution

Understand ethical requirements of prosecution



TOPICS

®

UNIT 4:

Introduction to public speaking
Debating skills

Legal writing

Selected aspects of the use of English
Preparation of a case file for court
Evidence during the course of a trial
Researching the law

Ethical requirements

(MAGISTRATE COURT)

Upon completion of this unit, participants will be able to:

1) Apply the necessary pre-trial and trial skills in simulated courtroom proceedings.

2) Speak effectively in front of an audience

3) Critically analyse, read and think about evidence and texts

TOPICS

There will be mock legal submissions on legal principles of law, case analysis, case preparation and

mock trials in the Magistrates” Court. Participants will be graded on their practical ability in the

following areas:

Application for bail

Examination in Chief
Cross-examination

Re-examination

Responding to ‘Points in Limine’
Responding to ‘“No Case Submissions’
Bail - objectives/considerations

The use of legal authority in making submissions

MOOT COURT TRIALS & ON-THE-JOB PRACTICE



PRE-REQUISITES:

There are no prerequisites to attend this course,

COURSE ACTIVITIES AND INSTRUCTION METHODS:

The course will include team building exercises, lectures, in-class discussions, presentations, group,
individual assignments, case studies, visits to the criminal Courts and moot court trials. Various
training aids will be used to assist with different types of learners. Lectures for the course will

include subject matter experts from the Department of Public Prosecutors (Barbados).

METHODS OF ASSESSMENT:

Participants will be graded on their participation in the classroom during theoretical instructions,
case studies, oral presentations, a written examination and moot court trials. The pass mark for the

course is 60%.

GRADING CRITERIA:
Final gracdes will be determined based on the following criteria.
Activity Points
Oral Presentations 10
Written Assignments 20
Moot Court Trials 40
Written Examination 30
-END OF SYLILLABUS-



